United States
of America

Congressional Record

th
PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 1 10 CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION

Vol. 153

WASHINGTON, WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 1, 2007

No. 125

House of Representatives

The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mrs. TAUSCHER).

————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
August 1, 2007.

I hereby appoint the Honorable ELLEN O.
TAUSCHER to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

From the darkness of the night, the
light of a new day emerges gradually,
filled with promise. Shed Your light
upon Congress, Lord, that its work of
unifying this Nation in defense and in
leadership may be blessed with soli-
darity and peace.

May sincere faith and faithfulness to
responsibilities demonstrate the Word
of the Lord is alive and at work in our
midst. It strikes at the very heart and
pierces more deftly than any two-edged
sword, revealing the truth that will set
people free, now and forever. Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, pursuant
to clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote on
agreeing to the Speaker’s approval of
the Journal.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

——
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
WALBERG) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. WALBERG led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————————

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed without
amendment a bill of the House of the
following title:

H.R. 3206. An act to provide for an addi-
tional temporary extension of programs
under the Small Business Act and the Small
Business Investment Act of 1958 through De-
cember 15, 2007, and for other purposes.

The message also announced that the
Senate has passed joint resolutions and
a concurrent resolution of the fol-
lowing titles in which the concurrence
of the House is requested:

S.J. Res. 7. Joint resolution providing for
the reappointment of Roger W. Sant as a cit-
izen regent of the Board of Regents of the
Smithsonian Institution.

S.J. Res. 8. Joint resolution providing for
the reappointment of Patricia Q. Stonesifer
as a citizen regent of the Board of Regents of
the Smithsonian Institution.

S. Con. Res. 26. Concurrent resolution rec-
ognizing the 75th anniversary of the Military
Order of the Purple Heart and commending

recipients of the Purple Heart for their cou-
rageous demonstrations of gallantry and her-
oism on behalf of the United States.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests
for 1-minute speeches.

————

THE TRUTH ABOUT THE HATE
CRIMES BILL

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, some
time ago this House passed the Hate
Crime Bill, and I was one of the spon-
sors and one of the supporters. Since
that time, there has been a group of
right-winged evangelical Republicans,
national in scale, who have tried to in-
fluence preachers in my district, par-
ticularly African American preachers,
and make them think that that bill
will somehow quell their first amend-
ment rights to speak what they think
about the Bible and about people’s con-
duct. That’s not true whatsoever. That
bill contained in it an amendment by
ARTUR DAVIS that said this in no way
affects anybody’s first amendment
right, and it doesn’t. That Hate Crime
Bill affects acts of violence, not acts of
thought or speech; never has in this
country’s history and never will.

There are the Ten Commandments
that we have and we’ve honored for
many years, and one of the Command-
ments is, ‘“Thou shalt not bear false
witness.”” Well, in Memphis, Tennessee,
that group has borne false witness in
trying to question the Hate Crimes Bill
and the votes of the Members of this
House and, hopefully, the Senate when
they pass that bill. It only affects vio-
lence, and violence aimed at any group
is wrong. And if it’s aimed at a group
to intimidate, it’s even more wrong.
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